
Coast Guard 
Marine Investigations



Overview

 Why does the Coast Guard investigate marine casualties?
 Actions available

 Marine Casualties
 Definition
 Examples

 Reporting Requirements
 CG-2692
 Chemical Testing
 Contact Information



Why the CG investigates

 Mandated by Law and regulation
 46 USC 6101 & 46 CFR Part 4 

 The investigations of marine casualties and accidents along with 
the determinations made are for the purpose of taking appropriate 
measures for promoting safety of life and property at sea.

 The CG investigation will attempt to determine: 
Cause of accident - SHEL
 Failure of equipment or procedures
 Human error
 Governmental failure (inadequate, or absence of regulation)
 Whether further investigation by a Marine Board is required 

(normally reserved for more severe/complex incidents).



Appropriate Measures

 Data Collection

 Safety Recommendations

 Safety Alerts

 Latent and unsafe conditions

 Administrative Actions

 Letters of Warning

 Civil Penalties

 Suspension and Revocation 



What is a Marine Casualty?

 Any casualty or accident involving any vessel other than a public 
vessel that 
 Occurs upon navigable waters of the United States, its 

territories or possessions
 Involves any United States vessel wherever such casualty or 

accident occurs; or
 A foreign tank vessel operating in waters subject to 

jurisdiction of the US, including the EEZ, and involves 
significant harm to the environment or material damage 
affecting the seaworthiness or efficiency of the vessel.



Types of Marine Casualties
 Any fall overboard, injury or loss of life of any person

 Grounding

 Stranding

 Foundering

 Flooding

 Collision

 Allision

 Explosion

 Fire

 Any Reduction or loss of propulsion and steering (even if momentary), 

 Electrical power loss

 Any incident that might affect or impair vsl’s seaworthiness

 Any incident that involving significant harm to the environment



Guidance

Navigation and Vessel Inspection Circular (NVIC) 
01-15

 Marine Casualty Reporting Procedures Guide with 
Associated Standard Interpretations

 “Intended to serve as a common framework of 
understanding for both Coast Guard and maritime 
industry personnel.”



Reporting Requirement

 IMMEDIATELY after addressing all safety concerns.  46 CFR 4.05-1
 Call to Coast Guard Command Center
 VHF
 Phone

 An entirely (all applicable blocks filled) completed 2692 submitted within 5 days of the 
occurrence.  This form is in addition to the initial notification.  46 CFR 4.05-10



Reporting Requirements (cont.)

 Once completed, a CG-2692 can be delivered by:
 Fax: 410-576-2553
 Email (ensure the following addresses are attached)
 D05-SMB-SECTORMD-NCR-INV@uscg.mil

 Mailing Address:
 USCG Sector Maryland-NCR

2401 Hawkins Point Road
Baltimore, MD 21226-1791
Attn: INV Division
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mailto:D05-SMB-SECTORMD-NCR-INV@uscg.mil


Chemical Testing Requirements

 Chemical testing required for all Serious Marine Incidents
 Marine employer determination
 Law Enforcement Officer may make additional determinations
 DOES NOT prevent personnel from performing duties to respond 

to safety concerns 
 Marine employer’s responsibility to ensure individuals engaged 

or employed on board a vessel are fully indoctrinated in this 
requirement
 Testing can be done at any point if there is a belief that 

drugs/alcohol may have contributed to the incident. 
 Alcohol – within 2 hrs
 Drug – within 32 hrs



Areas of Concern

Within SEC Maryland-NCR AOR the most common marine 
casualties are:

 Propulsion Casualties

 Injuries
 Cruise ship passengers

 Illegal Charter /  Passenger Operations



Reporting

Will reporting a casualty adversely affect my license or 
employment opportunities?
 i.e./ Will it negatively affect my record?

 Individuals involved in a casualty report are identified by 
role as either…
 Witness
 Other
 Subject of Investigation



Reporting

• Despite what your role is, the information is only viewable 
to the Coast Guard, not to the public due to the Privacy Act.  
The following picture is a screen shot of an actual case 
pulled from www.homeport.uscg.mil under the 
investigations tab.  As you can see, the information 
regarding the involved parties has been redacted, or 
blackened out.

http://www.homeport.uscg.mil/


Reporting

• Investigation report.



Reporting

• The public also has access to CGMIX – PSIX
– United States Coast Guard Maritime Information 

eXchange Port State Information eXchange
• https://cgmix.uscg.mil/PSIX/PSIXSearch.aspx

https://cgmix.uscg.mil/PSIX/PSIXSearch.aspx


QUESTIONS?

Investigations Division POC

LT Jeff Bender

Desk Phone: (410) 576-2513

Duty Investigator (24hr): (443) 257-2507 
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