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Shorthanded Racing and Cruising This Season 

Excitement and interest in short-
handed racing and cruising is 
on the rise for 2017. CHESSS 

(Chesapeake Bay 
Shorthanded Sail-
ing Society), led 
by Rich Acuti, has 
grown to almost 
100 members in 
just two years. The 
number of short-
handed sailboats 
entering races on 
the Bay has also 
increased. 

The group has 
several new ideas 
to promote shorthanded sailing on the 
Chesapeake Bay.  Besides racing, it will 
offer cruises and skill building chal-

lenges. Garner Bennett is organiz-
ing this year’s CHESSS Challenges: 
non-racing events designed to help 

sailors gain experience and confidence 
in singlehanding their boats to a 
destination. These are targeted at our 

Looking for a guest speaker 
for your yacht club, profes-
sional organization, or other 

maritime-related group? Ask one of 
the Coast Guard-licensed captains of 
the Chesapeake Area 
Professional Captains 
Association (CAP-
CA). The Annapolis-
based group has set 
up a new Speakers 
Bureau designed to 
provide knowledge-
able, experienced 
captains as guest 
speakers, primarily for 
organizations in the 
Annapolis-Baltimore-
Washington area. 

Visit capca.net and 
click on “speakers bu-
reau” in the menu on 
the homepage. You’ll 
be taken to a web-
page that explains the 
program and tells you how to arrange for 
a CAPCA speaker. Click on the link in 
the middle of that page, and you’ll get an 
online form you can use to tell CAPCA’s 
Speakers Bureau coordinator what you 
need and when you need it. 

non-racing members who wish to gain 
shorthanding experience, with a social 
component.

The first race 
of the season will 
be the third West 
River Sailing Club 
Shorthanded Classic 
out of West River 
May 6. It’s a fun, 
short-distance race 
around govern-
ment marks for solo 
and doublehanded 
crews. Fourteen 
boats raced last year, 
from 20 to 40 feet 

and included a few multihulls. 
To join or learn more about it, go to 

the CHESSS website at chbaysss.org

The program is part of CAPCA’s 
efforts to expand its public outreach 
to the maritime community. CAPCA 
has opened its meetings to the public 
so mariners can hear the speakers that 

the organization invites to its sessions; 
provided easy access to online maritime 
links on the homepage of its website; 
opened some of its continuing education 
classes to the public; offered informative 
e-mail messages to the general public; 

and served as a co-sponsor of public 
service events. 

The 300-member organization 
serves Coast Guard-licensed captains 
in the Chesapeake area, providing a 

clearinghouse for job 
opportunities, continu-
ing education classes, 
networking, mentoring, 
guest speakers, field 
trips, and discounts on 
marine-related pur-
chases. Members hold 
operator’s or master’s li-
censes that qualify them 
to work as captains of 
tour boats, water taxis, 
towboats, charter boats, 
and private yachts, or 
on larger vessels. Some 
also serve as delivery 
captains of vessels in 
transit throughout the 
East Coast and the 
Caribbean.

CAPCA meets on the fourth Monday 
of each month at the Annapolis Elks 
Lodge, 2 Pythian Way, in Edgewater, 
MD. Social hour begins at 6:30 p.m., 
and the meeting starts at 7:15 p.m. 
capca.net

Looking for a Guest Speaker? 

 # CAPCA offers public courses on voyage planning among 
other subjects listed on capca.net. Photo by Terry Slattery

 # CHESSS winners receiving awards last fall: Rich Acuti, Jon Opert, 
Rick Heintz, Joe Gillis, Garner Bennett, Ted Slotwinski, Andrew 
Garte, Dan Leonard, David Densmore, and a few proud spouses.


