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CRUISING CLUB NOTES
presented by

Corinthians’ Annual Egg Nog Party
by Susan Theuns 

On Sunday, December 4, the 
Annapolis Fleet of the Corin-
thians and their guests gathered 

at the Kent Island Yacht Club for their 
traditional Egg Nog Holiday Party. More 
than 100 were in attendance 
to socialize and enjoy the 
waterfront venue. Special 
guests included SpinSheet 
editor, Molly Winans, and 
Bob and Brenda Osborn of 
SailPandora fame. Attendees 
were greeted by Pat Meneely 
at registration as we kicked 
off the holiday season. 

The event, organized by 
club historian John Pasley and 
club manager Linda Pasley 
also served as the Annapolis Fleet’s annual 
meeting. The brief meeting was called to 
order by Fleet Captain Hank Recla. Club 
business included the prompt and unani-
mous re-election of Recla, who took the 

opportunity to thank the members of his 
2016 Fleet Afterguard and introduced the 
incoming 2017 Afterguard members. 

New club members were also introduced 
and included Bob Crimmins, Larry Cohen, 

Jeanne and Mark Nooney, Rick O’Donnel, 
and Ann and Bob Whitcomb, to name 
a few (apologies to any missed who were 
in attendance). Displays featuring photos 
from the Little Ship Club collaborative 

trip to Croatia were available for viewing 
along with Corinthian club memorabilia.

The Kent Island Yacht Club staff 
prepared a splendid buffet follow-
ing the cocktail and eggnog hour. All 

were treated to a fascinating 
presentation by Corinthian 
Fleet member Bob Osborn, 
expounding on his two-month 
cruise to Cuba with wife, 
Brenda, in early 2016 aboard 
their 47-foot Aerodyne, Pan-
dora. The presentation included 
more than 100 photographs 
of their trip to assorted ports 
as well as remote rural areas of 
Cuba. With the recent passing 
of long-time dictator Fidel 

Castro, this made it a timely and educa-
tional afternoon. The traditional egg nog 
gathering concluded with well-wishes for 
the holiday season and upcoming New 
Year. thecorinthians.org

Captains’ Group Gets a Makeover

The Chesapeake Area Professional 
Captains Association (CAPCA)  
has just completed a full-scale 

makeover that includes a fresh logo, a 
new website, and an expanded program to 
serve its members and the broader mari-
time community. 

The new website, accessible at CAP-
CA’s longtime web address of capca.
net, is designed to serve mariners and 
recreational boaters, complete with an 
easy-to-access links to maritime resources 
and information about boating safety and 
other nautical topics. 

The organization comprises more than 
300 members, all of whom hold U.S. 
Coast Guard captains’ licenses. Although 
most operate smaller vessels, such as tour 
boats, water taxis, and towboats, some 
carry unrestricted credentials that permit 
them to serve on oceangoing vessels. Oth-
ers make their living as delivery captains 
and instructors.

Karen M. Holcomb, CAPCA’s 
outgoing president, says the overhaul is 
designed to make CAPCA better able to 
serve its members while at the same time 
broaden its role in the general mari-

time community. Based in Annapolis, 
CAPCA has members who operate 
throughout the East Coast of the United 
States. 
The organization’s primary activities 
include: 
•	 Operating an online job bank that 

serves as a clearinghouse for maritime 
businesses and individual boat own-
ers to find a Coast Guard-licensed 
captain for specific job slots. 

•	 Providing continuing education 
courses for members and non-
members on a wide range of topics 
from renewal of captains’ licenses 
and Coast Guard-approved first aid, 
CPR, and AED requirements to how 
to handle medical emergencies at sea 
and operate a radar set.

•	 Offering mentoring and network-
ing opportunities for members who 
are seeking to improve their skills or 
who are seeking new jobs as working 
captains.

•	 Presenting knowledgeable guest 
speakers at its monthly meetings, 
providing valuable information about 

topics that are key to professional 
development, and arranging field 
trips to maritime-related facilities and 
vessels. 

CAPCA plans to beef up its participa-
tion in events such as the Eastport Yacht 
Club Foundation’s annual Marine and 
Maritime Career Fair and the annual 
Safety at Sea Seminar sponsored by the 
Marine Trades Association of Maryland. 
And it will help promote boating safety 
for recreational boaters. 

CAPCA also has strengthened its 
membership recruiting program, expand-
ed its continuing education program, 
developed a new advertising strategy, set 
up an online Ship’s Store, and speeded 
up the response time for its online help 
desk. It also has increased the discounts 
available to members. capca.net
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